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Regular Board of Education Meeting 

Plattekill Elementary School 

Thursday, January 17, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Dr. Khoury, Ulster BOCES District Superintendent 

will provide information relating to Ulster BOCES 

 

1. Public Comment – Agenda #1 

At 7:17 p.m. the floor was opened for public comment.   
 

• A member of the Clare F. Ostrander Elementary School PTO addressed the Board regarding support for a grant they are 

attempting to secure from Project Fit America. 
 

• Ulster BOCES Board member, Don Greene addressed the Board regarding facility needs at the Career & Technical Center. 

 

2. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance – Agenda #2 

At 7:28 p.m. the meeting was called to order by President Joseph LoCicero in the Plattekill Elementary All-Purpose 

Room. 
 

  Members Present    Members Absent 

Mrs. Anderson      

Mrs. Crowley      

Mr.  Frisbie      

Mr. LoCicero 

Mr. McCullough (Arrived 7:08 p.m.) 

Mr. Missale 

Mr. Palen 

Mr. Petroccelli 

Mr. Spencer  

Ms. Kaitlyn Bordone [Student Board Member] 
 

Also present were Superintendent Castle, Assistant Superintendents Devincenzi and Herrington and 

Administrators Albanese, Anderson, Becker, Brown, Harjes, Hasbrouck, Salamone and White. 

 

3. Approve Minutes – [12/20/18 Regular Board Meeting] – Agenda #3 

Mr. Spencer moved the Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the minutes of the 

December 20, 2018, Regular Board of Education Meeting. 
 

Motion seconded by Mr. Frisbie and carried 9 – 0. 

 

4. Board Committee Reports – Agenda #4 

Audit:   

Mrs. Crowley reported that the committee met on January 14, 2019, with the internal auditors to review the draft internal audit.  

A copy was provided to the Board.  The Committee reviewed the report and there were no findings. The internal auditors will be 

back in February to perform a Risk Assessment as required by law. 
 

Budget:    

Mr. Devincenzi reported that the Board received a copy of the roll-over budget that currently reflects a 3.71% budget to budget 

increase.  Areas still to be explored are BOCES costs, teacher retirements, health insurance, special education inclusion class 

sizes, elementary class sizes and State Aid analysis.  Additionally, the District received notification that the CPI used in the 

2019-2020 tax cap formula will be 2% (does not include exemptions).  The District anticipates being within the tax cap (like the 
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past six years) and will utilize fund balance and reserves to offset expenses with the goal to maintain the current programming.  

The projected tax levy limit will be submitted by March 1st to the State Comptroller and as we have done in the past, we are 

projecting to be within the tax cap. 
 

Buildings & Grounds:  

Mr. Frisbie reported that the Buildings and Grounds Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  On the January 17th 

Board agenda is the recommendation to approve the contract for Natural Gas with Direct Energy Business.  The restroom 

facility at the high school is due to be completed by the Spring.  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled at 7:00 p.m. on 

February 12, 2019, at District Office.  
   

CDEP:  

Mrs. Anderson reported that the CDEP Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  The next committee meeting is 

scheduled for February 6, 2019, from 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. in the High School Auditorium. 
 

Curriculum/TAG: 

Mrs. Anderson reported that the Curriculum/TAG Committee met on January 8, 2019.  Mrs. Herrington provided the following 

information regarding activities that SNAP students will be participating in: 
 

• First LEGO League Tournaments: 

➢ Plattekill team at Dutchess Day School on January 19, 2019, from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; 

➢ Leptondale team at Sanfordville Elementary School (Warwick) on January 26, 2019, from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.; 

➢ Ostrander team at Lagrange Middle School (Arlington) on January 26, 2019, from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

• Odyssey of the Mind Regional Tournament: 

➢ March 9, 2019 at Orange-Ulster BOCES Goshen Campus, time TBD 
 

Mr. Salamone advised the Curriculum committee that the District is looking to partner with SUNY New Paltz to offer our high 

school students college credits for Physics I and II.  He will update the committee in March as to the status of the potential 

partnership.  He also presented an overview of the Capstone course that the 2019-2020 senior class will be scheduled to take.  He 

and his team have been working with the High Tech High located in San Diego and Ulster BOCES to design the course 

curriculum, project design steps, and assessment rubrics that will be used.  
 

Mrs. Herrington provided updates on the steps that the committee is taking to ensure that all teachers and administrators are 

aware of the Next Generation ELA and Math Standards and how our curriculum maps reflect the new standards in grades K-8. 

Students will be taking State assessments aligned to the new standards in Spring 2021.  She also gave the committee an 

overview of the updated New York State Guidance regulations.  The District guidance departments have been working since Fall 

2017 on updating our District guidance plan.  The plan will be shared with the CDEP committee to get their feedback and will 

then be presented to the Curriculum committee prior to being approved by the Board of Education.  The next committee meeting 

will be on March 5, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., in the High School Library. 
 

Health & Safety: 

Mr. Missale reported that the Health & Safety Committee met on January 10, 2019.  Building safety teams continue to meet on 

a monthly basis to review the drills that have been performed and the procedures within the buildings.  At these monthly 

meetings feedback is provided regarding the drills that have been performed, inclusive of law enforcement personnel that are 

assigned to the buildings.  The buildings will begin to complete their required second semester emergency drills in the near 

future.  The next committee meeting is scheduled for April 4, 2019, at 3:45 p.m. in District Office. 
   

Legislative:  

Mr. Castle reported that the Governor released his budget, which equates to a 0.5% increase in Foundation Aid.  Based on the 

Governor’s proposed budget, the District’s overall 2019-2020 State Aid is decreasing compared to 2018-2019.  The gap will be 

filled with fund balance and reserves.  We should have our final State Aid numbers at the end of March, if there is an on-time 

State budget.  Mr. Castle and Mr. Devincenzi are scheduled to meet with our two new Senators James Skoufis and Jen Metzger 

along with Assemblymen Kevin Cahill and Brian Miller regarding our State Aid. 
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Policy:  

Mr. Palen reported that the Policy Committee has not met since the last Board meeting.  The next committee meeting is 

scheduled for February 5, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. in District Office. 
 

Technology: 

Mr. Spencer reported that the Technology Committee has not met since the last Board of Education meeting.  The meeting 

originally scheduled on January 7, 2019, was rescheduled to February 4, 2019, at 7:00 p.m. in the High School Library.  

 

Wellness: 

Mr. Spencer reported that the Wellness Committee met on January 8, 2019.  At this meeting the committee reviewed 

happenings within the buildings.  Amy Bishopp discussed upcoming events such as guest chefs in the elementary schools in 

March.  There will also be taste tests at Ostrander Elementary on February 5th, Plattekill Elementary on February 12th and 

Leptondale Elementary on February 19th.  The middle school spoke about wearing red on American Heart Association 

Awareness Day on February 1st.  All schools will be sent notification about this and are encouraged to participate.  The high 

school held a blood drive on January 16th and a Health Fair will be held on April 10th.  Plattekill, Leptondale and Ostrander 

Elementary Schools will all be participating in Jump Rope for Heart in February.  The next committee meeting is scheduled on 

April 9, 2019, at 3:30 p.m. in the High School Library. 
 

Student Rep:  

Ms. Kaitlyn Bordone reported the following: 
 

• In sports – Girls Varsity Basketball is 7-6, Boys Varsity Basketball is 4-6, and the Ski Team is 1-1.  The Indoor Track Team 

missed two meets due to the government shutdown and another meet was cancelled due to pending inclement weather. 

• On December 21, 2018, high school journalism students interviewed Ben Noll via Skype; he predicts snow closings and 

delays on Twitter from New Zealand. 

• On December 21, 2018, the Life Skills class held a successful “White Elephant” party with staff. 

• On January 10, 2019, a group of staff and teachers went to Spackenkill School District to review their Credit Recovery 

Program to learn about new ways to help struggling students. 

• A committee is brainstorming ideas on how to transform one of the computer labs at the high school into an Active 

Learning Space for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

5. Consent Agenda 

Mr. Petroccelli moved items 5B through 5K and 6A through 6F be taken as consent agenda. 
 

Motion seconded by Mr. McCullough and carried 9 – 0. 

 

Accept Resignations – Non-Instructional – Agenda #5.B. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Ingrid Malloy from the 

position of Internal Claims Auditor for the 2018-2019 school year, effective January 30, 2019. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Wendy Rudy-Jones from 

the position of Part-Time [.97 FTE] Special Education Teacher Aide, effective January 17, 2019, pending her 

appointment to the position of Full-Time [1.0 FTE] Special Education Teacher Aide. 

 

Approve Appointment – Non-Instructional – Agenda #5.C.  

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Wendy Rudy-Jones 

to a 90-Day Probationary Full-Time [1.0 FTE] Special Education Teacher Aide position, effective January 18, 2019, at 

a salary of $15,050.88 pro-rated [$12.06 per hour, (6.5 hours per day) Step 4 of the CSEA Contract].  Ms. Rudy-Jones 

replaces Carmen Coffey, who retired. 

 

Accept Resignations/Retirements – Instructional – Agenda #5.D. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes of 

Sharon Gambino from the Wallkill Central School District [Elementary Education Teacher], effective June 30, 2019. 
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The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation for retirement purposes of 

Arlene Holmes from the Wallkill Central School District [Art Teacher], effective June 30, 2019. 

 

Approve Appointments – Instructional – Agenda #5.E. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Rebecca Ronk to a 

Permanent Per Diem Substitute Teacher position, assigned to the Special Education Department for the 2018-2019 

school year at a rate of $107.00 per day, effective February 4, 2019. 
 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the appointment of Amy Stevens to a 

Permanent Per Diem Substitute Teacher position, assigned to the Leptondale Elementary School for the 2018-2019 

school year at a rate of $107.00 per day, effective January 18, 2019. 

5.F.  

Approve Appointment - Interim Administrator – Agenda #5.F. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the agreement with Katherine Banks to 

be the Interim Coordinator of Special Education effective January 22, 2019 through March 1, 2019.  

 

Approve Resolution - Certification of LEAD Teacher Evaluator – Agenda #5.G. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the following personnel as Lead 

Teacher Evaluator for the 2018-2019 school year after having successfully completed the training requirements 

prescribed in 8NYCRR §30-2.9(b): 
 

 Katherine Banks 

 

Approve Leave of Absence Extension – Agenda #5.H. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the unpaid Leave of Absence Extension 

for Melinda Topper, from the position of Special Education Teacher, assigned to the Wallkill Senior High School, 

effective through April 5, 2019, instead of January 25, 2019 [previously approved at the December 20, 2018 Board of 

Education meeting]. 

 

Approve Substitutes Lists – Agenda #5.I. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the lists for individuals for teaching and 

non-teaching substitute positions. 

 

Approve Pre-School Special Education Placements – Agenda #5.J. 

The Board approve the placement of Pre-School Special Education students as recommended by the Committee on 

Special Education in its December minutes. 

 

Approve Special Education Placements – Agenda #5.K. 

The Board approve the placement of Special Education students as recommended by the Committee on Special 

Education in its December minutes. 

 

Approve Use of Facilities – Agenda #6.A. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the use of a Wallkill Senior High School 

Classroom by SUNY Ulster [for Orientation and Driver Education Classes] as indicated below: 
 

Wednesday January 30, 2019 4:15 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. 

Thursdays February 14, 2019 – June 6, 2019* 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

[*Excluding 4/18/19] 

 

Accept Treasurer’s Report – Agenda #6.B. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent that the Board of Education has reviewed and accepts 

the Treasurer's Reports as of December 31, 2018 and Revenues as of December 31, 2018. 



 

 

 

Regular Board of Education Meeting - 1/17/19 

Page 5 

Approve Foster Children 2017-2018 Tuition Rates – Agenda #6.C. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the 2017-2018 tuition rates for foster 

children attending the Wallkill Central School District as follows: 
 

Grades K-6 $10,154 

Grades 7-12 $  9,751 

Handicapped K-6 $25,861 

Handicapped 7-12 $25,458 
 

Approve Memorandum of Agreements – Wallkill Teachers’ Association – Agenda #6.D. 

The Board approve the Memorandum of Agreement by and between the Wallkill Central School District and the 

Wallkill Teachers’ Association, dated January 4, 2019, regarding the District’s discretion to assign school 

psychologists to serve as a CSE chairperson, to be on file with the District Clerk. 
 

The Board approve the Memorandum of Agreement by and between the Wallkill Central School District and the 

Wallkill Teachers’ Association, dated January 11, 2019, regarding a sixth period assignment and student load, to be 

on file with the District Clerk. 
 

Approve Resolution – Natural Gas with Direct Energy Business – Agenda #6.E. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the following resolution: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, in accordance with the General Municipal Law §103, Subdivision 16, the Wallkill 

Board of Education approve the contract for Natural Gas with Direct Energy Business, which was bid and 

awarded by Ulster County on December 6, 2016. 
 

Approve Lease Agreement Renewal – Agenda #6.F. 

The Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and approve the extension option of the Parking Lot 

Lease Agreement (for the use of the Administration Offices parking lot) between the Wallkill Central School 

District and Lacrosse Apartments of Wallkill, LLC., for an additional five (5) years [effective July 1, 2019 -  

June 30, 2024].  A copy of this agreement shall be attached to the minutes and on file with the District Clerk. 
 

6. Accept Resignation – Administrative – Agenda #5.A. 

Mr. Frisbie moved the Board accept the recommendation of the Superintendent and accept the resignation of Bridget 

Becker from the position of Coordinator of Special Education, effective January 18, 2019. 
 

Discussion:  The Board thanked Mrs. Becker for her service to the District and wished her success in her future endeavors.  
 

Motion seconded by Mr. Palen and carried 9 – 0. 

 

7. Public Comment – Agenda #7 

At 7:54 p.m. the floor was opened for public comment.  No comment. 
 

8. Executive Session – Agenda #8 

At 7:55 p.m. Mr. Spencer moved the Board enter Executive Session to discuss personnel. 
 

Motion seconded by Mr. Palen and carried 9 – 0. 
 

The Board reconvened at 8:32 p.m. 
 

8. Close Meeting – Agenda #9 

At 8:33 p.m. Mr. Palen moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Motion seconded by Mr. Missale and carried 9 – 0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kelli Corcoran 

District Clerk 


